Youth jury statement

Bunso the Youngest. A film that gets under the skin!

The question is why did we choose this documentary in particular?

We wanted to choose a film which encouraged schoolchildren to think. 

A film that they would not just watch and forget as soon as they had left the classroom but instead, we wanted to choose a film that would bring schoolchildren out of their small worlds and confront them with a bigger reality. 

We were not only convinced by the excellent camerawork and the tactfulness with which the film was shot but also by the content and the message that the three young victims transmitted to us.

The circumstances in which Bunso and his fellow prisoners Diosel and Tony live are but one example of the cruelties which happen on a daily basis all over the world. 

It is not only a question of human rights abuses but also a question of children’s rights abuses.

The film depicts the prison conditions as well as giving an insight into the circumstances and reasons for which the boys were arrested. 

Bunso and his friends were sentenced because of theft.

But whose fault was it that they stole or took drugs? Their families! 

And that’s exactly the point – when Bunso’s mother visits him in prison he blames her for his situation, stating that he is only a child.

How can an eleven-year-old child take hold of his situation in such a complex and mature manner?

Not least because he has to live in a cell with murderers and rapists and has to survive in this adult world, which here only shows its grim side. 

Maybe this can be a stimulus for schoolchildren to realise how lucky we are in Germany to live in such good conditions. 

Rape, drug abuse and violence are the order of the day in many Philippino jails. 

Schoolchildren should be confronted with these facts so that they can understand that Bunso is not a unique case and that there are children just like them who all over the world have to live in totally inhumane conditions. 

It is also made clear to the audience in the film that the boys come from broken families. 

The children are doomed to their criminal existence because they have never been given a chance to lead a legal, normal existence.

The film excels by its emotional depth and human closeness.

It gets under the skin so much that the images remain in ones mind long after the film and one cannot forget the boys’ faces.

The documentary is also appropriate for schoolchildren because they are closer to the victims’ ages and therefore can understand their fates better than that of adults whose human rights are abused.

The schoolchildren will be able to reflect about how such a situation can arise. 

Why does the government not help?

Why do family circumstances not change?

And how can children who are still so young suffer so much?

To summarise, we think that the film is very appropriate for shaking young people into action and teaching them about the state of the world. 

The film shows that the respect of human rights is not taken for granted in many countries.

The rights of children are especially abused because they are often defenceless and do not have prospects of a better life.

